
BATTLEY Alfred William 

 

 Lance Corporal  Royal Sussex Regiment : 2nd Battalion.  

Died of wounds: 09/04/1918  

Service No: G/14658  

 He was the son of Alfred William Battley, of Messing St., Kelvedon, Essex.  He was born in Eye Suffolk and in 

1901 living in Messing Entire.  He enlisted in Tollesbury, as he was possibly working in the area and he  

previously served as a regular, number 3345, with the Essex Regiment.  

He was part of the British Expeditionary Force. He died of wounds on the first day of the Battles of the Lys, 9th 

- 29th April 1918, which was part of the final German Major offensive.  It was revolution in Russia that 

changed the nature of the stalemate  in the West. Fighting halted in the east in late 1917, allowing the Germans 

to transfer many Divisions to the Western Front. They knew that time was running out, for the United States of 

America had entered the war on the Allied side and it was only a matter of time before vast untapped reserves of 

manpower swung the balance in favour of the Allies. The Germans struck in the Kaiserschlacht offensive on 21 

March 1918. Such was the vigour of their attack that they broke through the British line and pushed towards the 

key positions of Amiens and the Channel Ports. Held only after the bitterest of defensive fighting, the Germans 

effort was exhausted and the line froze once more. 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War 

Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: N. 

40. Cemetery: CAMBRIN 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

At one time, the village of Cambrin 

housed brigade headquarters but until 

the end of the First World War, it was 

only about 800 metres from the front 

line trenches. The village contains two 

cemeteries used for Commonwealth 

burials; the churchyard extension, 

taken over from French troops in May 

1915, and the Military Cemetery 

"behind the Mayor's House." 

Cambrin" Military Cemetery, often 

called Cambrin Chateau Cemetery, 

was begun in February 1915 and used as a front line cemetery until December 1918. It contains many graves of 

the Battle of Loos and in row D there are buried 57 officers and men of the 1st King's (Liverpool Regiment) 

who died on the first day of the battle, 25 September 1915 Cambrin Military Cemetery contains 816 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War. The cemetery was designd by Charles Holden. No. of Identified 

Casualties: 816 

  

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


